IDAHO FALLS POWER

IDAHO FA'LLS P | 208.612.8430

POWER

August 2, 2023

Electronically Filed

VIA E-FILING

Kimberly Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.

Washington, DC 20426

Subject: Gem State Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 2952)
Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No. 2842)

Dear Secretary Bose:

Idaho Falls Power (IFP or Licensee), the Licensee of the Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project (Idaho
Falls Project) (FERC No. 2842), and the Gem State Hydroelectric Project (Gem State Project)
(FERC No. 2952), herein collectively referred to as the “Projects,” electronically files with the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission or FERC) the Notices of Intent (NOI) and
Pre-Application Document (PAD) for the relicensing of the Projects in accordance with the
requirements of 18 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) Part 5. The FERC licenses for Projects
expire on July 31, 2029. The Licensee plans to relicense the Projects using the Commission's
Integrated Licensing Process (ILP), in accordance with FERC's regulations pursuant to 18 CFR
Part 5. Due to the proximity of the Projects to each other, the Licensee proposes to conduct the
relicensing processes concurrently, and requests that the Commission do the same. The
Licensee is submitting individual NOIs and a single PAD for the Projects.

The 24.6-megawatt (MW) Idaho Falls Project consists of three developments on the Snake River
in Bonneville County, Idaho, including: Upper Plant, located at approximately river mile (RM)
815.2; City Plant (RM 810.4); and Lower Plant (RM 808.7). The 22.6 MW Gem State Project
consists of one development located at approximately RM 804.2 on the Snake River in
Bonneville and Bingham Counties, Idaho. The Idaho Falls Project is located 1.9 miles upstream
of the Gem State Project on the Snake River and extends approximately 11.9 miles north
through the city of Idaho Falls. The Gem State Project and Idaho Falls Project boundaries are
separated by approximately 1.9-miles of free-flowing river between the tailrace of Idaho Falls
Project and the headwaters of the Gem State Project.

The PAD consists of two volumes. Volume | contains the public information required by 18 CFR
§ 5.6. Volume Il of the PAD contains drawings of Project works that meet the definition of Critical
Energy Infrastructure Information (CEll) pursuant to FERC's June 23, 2003 Order No. 630-A.
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General Manager
Idakho Falls Power
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e Volume Il (CEll) containing single-line diagrams for the Gem State Project (FERC Project
No. 2952, and Idaho Falls Project (FERC No 2842)
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Idaho Falls Project (P-2952). Gem State Project (P2842) Hydroelectric Projects Relicensing

Distribution List

Federal Agencies

National Marine Fisheries Service

Boise Regional Office

800 E. Park Blvd, Suite 220 Plaza IV, Suite
220 Boise, ID 83712

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Idaho Falls Field Office

900 N Skyline Rd., Suite A Idaho falls ID
83402

CENWW-RD@usace.army.mil

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Upper Snake Field Office

1405 Hollipark Dr. Idaho Falls, ID 83401
BLM_ID UpperSnakeOffice@blm.gov

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
EPA Region 10 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite
155 Seattle, WA 98101
epa-seattle@epa.gov

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Chris Swanson, State Supervisor

Idaho Fish and Wildlife Office

1387 S. Vinnell Way, Suite 368 Boise, ID
83709

Chris_swanson@fws.gov

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Allyson Turner

Idaho Fish and Wildlife Office

1387 S. Vinnell Way, Suite 368 Boise, ID
83709

Ally turner@fws.gov

U.S. Forest Service
Palisades Ranger District
3659 E. Ririe Hwy Idaho Falls, ID 83401

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
Northwest Region
911 Northeast 11th Ave Portland, OR 97232

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Pacific Northwest Region Snake River Area
Office

230 Collins Rd Boise, ID 83702

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Michael Morse: Branch Chief —
Conservation and Consultation (Hydro)
1387 S. Vinnell Way, Suite 368 Boise, ID
83709

michael morse@fws.gov

U.S. Geological Survey - Idaho Water
Science Center

230 Collins Rd. Boise ID, 83702
dc_id@usgs.gov

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

Deena Teel

1405 Hollipark Drive Idaho Falls, ID 83401
dteel@blm.gov

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

Rebecca Lazdauskas

1405 Hollipark Drive Idaho Falls, ID 83401
rlazdauskas@blm.gov

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Sarah Windham

720 E. Park Boulevard Suite 425 Boise, ID
83712

sarah.v.windham@usace.army.mil

Tribes

Tribal Historic Preservation Office
Patrick Baird, THPO/Archaeologist
Nez Perce Tribe

PO Box 365 Lapwai, ID 83540
keithb@nezperce.org

Burns Paiute Tribe

Calla Hagle, Natural Resources Director
100 Pasigo St. Burns, OR 97720
Calla.Hagle@burnspaiute-nsn.gov




Idaho Falls Project (P-2952), Gem State Project (P2842) Hydroelectric Projects

Distribution List

Nez Perce Tribe Water Resource
Development

Aaron Miles, Natural Resources
114 Veterans Dr. Lapwai, ID 83540
waterresources(@nezperce.org

Burns Paiute Tribe

Diane L. Teeman, Cultural

100 Pasigo St. Burns, OR 97720
Diane.teeman@burnspaiute-nsn.gov

Fort McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribes
of the Fort McDermitt Indian Reservation,
Nevada and Oregon

Duane Masters, Sr., Environmental Director
P.O. Box 457 McDermitt, NV 89422

Shoshone-Bannock Tribal Fish and Wildlife
Department

Chad Colter, Fish & Wildlife Director

PO Box 306 Pima Dr. Fort Hall, ID 83203
ccolter@sbtribes.com

Shoshone-Paiute Tribes - Fish, Wildlife and
Parks Dept.

Marissa Snapp, Fisheries Biologist

PO Box 219 Owhyhee, NV 89833
snapp.marissa@shopai.org

Burns Paiute Tribe

Calla Hagle

100 Pasigo Street Burns, OR 97220
Calla.hagle@burnspaiute-nsn.gov

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall
Reservation

Nathan Small, Chairman

PO Box 306 Fort Hall, ID 83203
publicaffairs@sbtribes.com

Couer d’Alene Tribe

Chief James Allan, Chairman

850 A Street PO Box 408 Plummer, ID
83851

jfletcher@cdatribe-nsn.gov

Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho

Samuel Penney, Chairman

100 Agency Road Lapwai, ID 83540
nptec@nezperce.org

Fort McDermitt Paiute-Shoshone Tribe
Maxine Redstar, Chairman

111 North Reservation Road McDermitt,
NV 89421

Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation
Dennis Alex, Chairman

2575 Commerce Way Ogden, UT 84401
ggover@nwbshoshone.com

Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort
Belknap Reservation

Jeffery Stiffarm, Chairman

RR1, Box 66 Harlem MT 59526
jeffery.stiffarm@ftbelknap.org

Shoshone-Paiute Tribe of the Duck Valley
Reservation

Brian Thomas, Tribal Chairman

1036 Idaho State Highway 51 Owyhee
County, ID 83604
Thomas.brian@shopai.org

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Jennifer Porter, Chairperson

100 Circle Drive Bonners Ferry, ID 83805
jenniffer@kootenai.org

Burns-Paiute Tribe

Diane Teeman, Chairperson

100 Pasigo Street Burns, OR 97720
Dteeman.burns.paiute@gmail.com

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River
Reservation

John St. Clair, Chairman

PO Box 538 Fort Washakie, WY 82514
jstclair@easternshoshone.org

March 2023
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Distribution List

Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
Reservation

Jonathan Smith, Chairman

PO Box C Warm Springs, OR 97761-3001
info@warmsprings.com

Fort Hall Business Council
P.O. Box 306 Pima Drive Fort Hall, ID
83203

Fort McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribes
of the Fort McDermitt Indian Reservation,
Nevada and Oregon

Tildon Smart, Tribal Chairman

P.O. Box 457 McDermitt, NV 89421
Tildon.Smart@fmpst.org

State Agencies

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Troy Saffle, Surface Water Quality Manager
Idaho Falls Regional Office

1410 N Hilton St Boise, ID 83706
Troy.saffle@deq.idaho.gov

Idaho Department of Lands
Pat Brown, Area Manager

Eastern Supervisory Area
3563 Ririe Highway Idaho Falls, ID 83401

Idaho Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 83720 Boise, ID 83720
inquiry@idpr.idaho.gov

Idaho State Historic Preservation Office
210 Main Street Boise, ID 83702

Idaho State Historical Society

Tricia Canaday, Deputy

2205 Old Penitentiary Road Boise, ID
83712

tricia.canaday@ishs.idaho.gov

Tribal Historic Preservation Office

Jill Maria Wagner, PHD, THPO

Coeur d'Alene Tribe

PO Box 408/850 A St Plummer ID 83851
jwagner@cdatribe-nsn.gov

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
Alex Bell, Water Quality Manager
Pocatello Regional Office

444 Hospital Way #300 Pocatello, ID 83201
alex.bell@deq.idaho.gov

Idaho Fish and Game

Eric Anderson

Upper Snake Region

4279 Commerce Circle Idaho Falls, ID
83401

eric.anderson@idfg.idaho.gov

Idaho Public Utilities Commission
P.O. Box 83720 Boise, ID 83714

Idaho State Historical Society

Janet Gallimore, Executive Director, SHPO
2205 Old Penitentiary Road Boise, ID
83712

janet.gallimore@ishs.idaho.gov

Idaho Governor’s Office of Species
Conservation (OSC)

Michael Edmondson, Adminstrator

304 N. 8th St., Suite 149 Boise, ID 83702
mike.edmondson@osc.idaho.gov

Idaho Office of the Attorney General
Attorney General

700 W. Jefferson St., Suite 210 P.O. Box
83720 Boise Idaho, 83720-0010

Idaho Soil and Conservation Commission —
East Side Soil and Water Conservation
District

1120 Lincoln Rd. Suite A Idaho Falls, ID
83401

March 2023
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Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Braden Jensen, Deputy Director of
Governmental Affairs, Energy, and Natural
Resource Specialist

PO Box 4848 Pocatello, ID 83205-4848
bjensen@idahofb.org

Idaho Office of the Governor
Governor

State Capitol

PO Box 83720 Boise, ID 83720-0083
governor@gov.idaho.gov

Idaho Soil & Water Conservation
Commission

Norman Wright, Chairman

PO Box 83720 Boise, ID 83720-0083
norman.wright@swec.idaho.gov

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
Anna Canning

5657 Warm Springs Avenue Boise, ID
83716

anna.canning@idpr.idaho.gov

Idaho Rivers United

Nic Nelson, Executive Director
P.O. Box 633 Boise, ID 83701
nic(@idahorivers.org

Idaho Rivers United

Kevin Lewis

3380 W. Americana Terrace, Suite 140
Boise, ID 83706
Kevin@idahorivers.org

Idaho Consumer-Owned Utilities
Association

Will Hart, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1898 Boise, ID 83701
whart@icua.coop

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
David Claycomb Recreation Bureau Chief
P.O. Box 83720 5657 Warm Springs Avenue
Boise, ID 83720-0065
david.claycomb@idpr.idaho.gov

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
Garth Taylor, East Region Bureau Chief
4279 Commerce Circle, Suite B Idaho Falls,
ID 83401

garth.taylor@idpr.idaho.gov

Idaho Governor’s Office of Energy and
Mineral Resources

George Lynch, Legal Counsel

304 N. 8th Street Suite 250 Boise, ID 83720
george.lynch@oer.idaho.gov

Idaho Governor’s Office of Energy and
Mineral Resources

John Chatburn

304 N. 8th Street Suite 250 Boise, ID 83720
John.chatburn@oer.idaho.gov

Local Agencies
Bonneville County Sheriff’s Department
605 N Capital Ave Idaho Falls, ID 83402

City of Ammon

Micah Austin, City Administrator
2135 South Ammon Road. Ammon, ID
83406

maustin@cityofammon.us

City of Shelley
101 S. Emerson Avenue Shelley, Idaho
83274

City of Idaho Falls
308 Constitution Way Idaho Falls, ID 83402
IFClerk@idahofallsidaho.gov

County of Bingham

Pamela Eckhardt, Clerk

501 N. Maple Blackfoot, Idaho 83221
peckhardt@co.bingham.id.us

March 2023
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Distribution List

New Sweden Irrigation District

Kail Sheppard, Manager

2350 W 17th St Idaho Falls, ID 83402
kailsheppard@gmail.com

Snake River Valley Irrigation District
Steve Neilson, Manager

816 N 700 E Basalt, ID 83218

srvidl @gmail.com

Shoshone-Paiute Tribes - Fish, Wildlife and
Parks Dept.

Jinwon Seo, Ph.D., Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Director

PO Box 219 Owhyhee, NV 89832
seo.jinwon@shopai.org

Idaho Irrigation District

Richard Lockyer, Manager

496 E 14th Street Idaho Falls, ID 83404
idahowatermap@gmail.com

Progressive Irrigation District

Ray Suitter, Manager

2585 N Ammon Road Idaho Falls, ID 83401
office@progressiveirrigationdistrict.com

Bonneville County Commission
Roger Christensen, Chairman
605 N Capital Avenue Idaho Falls, ID 83402

Non-Government Organizations
Bonneville Power Administration

P.O. Box 3621 Portland, OR 97208-3621

Idaho Power Company — Corporate
Headquarters
P.O. Box 70 Boise, ID 83707

American Whitewater
Mark Singleton, Executive Director
mark@americanwhitewater.org

Idaho Rivers United

Nic Nelson, Executive Director
P.O. Box 633 Boise ID 83701
admin@idahorivers.org;
admin@idahorivers.org;
nic@idahorivers.org

Trout Unlimited

Cultural Resource Program
Southeast Idaho Trout Unlimited
257 North Main Pocatello, ID 83204

Greater Yellowstone Coalition

Scott Christensen, Interim Executive
Director

60 E. Little Ave., Suite 101 Driggs, ID
83422
schristensen@greateryellowstone.org
gyc@greateryellowstone.org

Snake River Cutthroats

Chapter President, Arn Berglund
Trout Unlimited Chapter 163

P.O. Box 50914 Idaho Falls, ID 83405
fishvik@aol.com

Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Allison Michalski

PO Box 1072 Driggs, Idaho 83422
amichalski@greateryellowstone.org

Burgess Canal & Irrigating Co.
Mark Boam, President

PO Box 536 Rigby, ID 83442
burgesscanal@yahoo.com

East and West Side Conservation Districts
1120 E Lincoln Road, Suite A Idaho Falls,
ID 83401

American Whitewater

Thomas O'Keefe, Pacific Northwest
Stewardship Director

3537 NE 87th St. Seattle, WA 98115-3639
okeefe(@americanwhitewater.org

March 2023
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Pacific Northwest Office

American Whitewater

3537 NE 87th St. Seattle, WA 98115
okeefe(@americanwhitewater.org

Idaho State University

Colden V. Baxter, Professor

Stream Ecology Center

921 South 8th Avenue Rm #310, Gale Life
Sciences Building Pocatello, ID 83209
coldenbaxter@isu.edu

Licensee

County of Bonneville

Bonneville County Clerk

605 N. Capital, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402
pmanning@co.bonneville.id.us

March 2023



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Idaho Falls Power Project No. 2842

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE APPLICATION FOR
NEW LICENSE

Pursuant to 18 CFR § 5.5, Idaho Falls Power notifies the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission of its intention to file an Application for a New License for the Idaho Falls

Hydroelectric Project, Project No. 2842.

The following information is provided consistent with the requirements of 18 CFR. § 5.5 and
16.6(b):

1. The exact name and business address of the applicant(s) is:

Applicant’s Name: Idaho Falls Power

Address: 140 S. Capital Avenue
Idaho Falls, ID 83402

Contacts: Richard Malloy, Regulatory Compliance Manager
Idaho Falls Power

140 S. Capitol Avenue
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
208-612-8248

Project Number: Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project FERC No. 2842;

Expiration Date: January 31, 2029

2. Unequivocal Statement of Intent:
Idaho Falls Power intends to file an application for a new license for the Idaho Falls
Hydroelectric Project (Project) located on the Snake River near the city of Idaho Falls in
Bonneville County in Idaho utilizing Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC)
Integrated Licensing Process (ILP).

3. Description of Principal Project Works to be Licensed:
Existing Project features to be relicensed include three developments; Upper Plant, City Plant,
and Lower Plant. The Upper Plant consists of two concrete and earth-fill dams and spillways and
a powerhouse.



The Upper Plant impoundment is 100 acres at a normal pool elevation of 4,734.7 feet NGVD and
extends approximately two miles upstream. The impoundment has a storage capacity of 800
acre-feet at elevation 4,734.7 feet NGVD.

The City Plant development consists of a concrete dam, spillway, trash rack, Bascule gate,
maintenance building, and a powerhouse. The City Plant impoundment is 50 acres at a normal
pool elevation of 4,700 feet NGVD and extends approximately one mile upstream. The
impoundment has a storage capacity of 400 acre-feet at elevation 4,700 feet NGVD.

The Lower Plant Development consists of a concrete dam, spillway, eight radial gates, on
pelican gate, and two powerhouses. The Lower Plant impoundment is 100 acres at a normal pool
elevation of 4,674 feet NGVD and extends approximately two miles upstream. The
impoundment has a storage capacity of 800 acre-feet at elevation 4,674 feet NGVD.

A complete outline of all project facility dimensions is available in Section 4.0 of the Pre-
Application Document.

4. Location of the Project (Dam): 43.555341, -112.045468 (Upper Plant Dam No. 1)
43.552838, -112.051053 (Upper Plant Dam No. 2)
43.496809, -112.042727 (City Plant)
43.470373,-112.061128 (Lower Plant)

State or Territory: Idaho
County: Bonneville
Township or nearby town: Idaho Falls

5. The installed capacity of the projectis: 24.6 megawatts
6. Names and Mailing Addresses of Entities Listed in 18 CFR § 5.5(b)(8):

(a) The County in which the Project is located, and in which any Federal Facility that is
used or to be used by the Project is located:

Bonneville County

605 N Capital Avenue
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402
(208) 529-1350

There are no federal facilities used by the Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project.

(b) Each city or town in which any part of the Project is located, and in which any Federal
facility that is used or to be used by the Project is located.

City of Idaho Falls
308 Constitution Way
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
(208) 612-8100



There are no federal facilities used by the Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project.

(©) Each city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more people and is located within
15 miles of the existing Project dams:

Other than Idaho Falls, (listed above) there are no cities or towns with populations of 5,000 or
more people and which are located within 15 miles of the existing Project dams. There are,
however, a number of unincorporated communities and cities with small populations of
residents. These include the Cities of lona and Rigby, and the unincorporated communities of
New Sweden, Ammon, Beachs Corner, Payne, Osgood, Bassett, and Grant.

(d) Each irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political
subdivision in which any part of the Project is located, and in which any Federal
facility that is used or to be used by the Project is located.

Idaho Irrigation District Progressive Irrigation District
Richard Lockyer, Manager Ray Suitter, Manager

496 E 14" Street 2585 N Ammon Road

Idaho Falls, ID 83404 Idaho Falls, ID 83401

(208) 522-2356 (208) 522-5898
idahowatermap@gmail.com office(@progressiveirrigationdistrict.com
New Sweden Irrigation District Burgess Canal & Irrigating Co.
Kail Sheppard, District Manager PO Box 536

2350 W 17" Street S Rigby, ID 83442

Idaho Falls, ID 83402 Mark Boam, President

(208) 523-0175 burgesscanal@yahoo.com

newswedenirr@gmail.com

East and West Side Conservation Districts
1120 E Lincoln Road, Suite A

Idaho Falls, ID 83401

(208) 522-6250

(e) Each irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political
subdivision that owns, operates, maintains, or uses any Project facility or any Federal
facility that is or is proposed to be used by the Project.

No irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political subdivision owns
operates, maintains, or uses any Project facility or any federal facility that is or is proposed to
be used by the Project.

® Every other political subdivision in the general area of the Project that there is reason
to believe would likely be interested in, or affected by, this notification.


mailto:idahowatermap@gmail.com
mailto:office@progressiveirrigationdistrict.com
mailto:newswedenirr@gmail.com
mailto:burgesscanal@yahoo.com

Bonneville County Commission
Roger Christensen, Chairman
605 N Capital Avenue

Idaho Falls, ID 83402

(208) 529-1350

(2) Affected Indian Tribes

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall
Reservation

Nathan Small, Chairman

PO Box 306

Fort Hall, ID 83203

208-478-3700

publicaffairs(@sbtribes.com

Shoshone-Paiute Tribe of the Duck Valley
Reservation

Brian Thomas, Tribal Chairman

1036 Idaho State Highway 51

Owyhee County, ID 83604

(208) 759-3100 ext. 1231
Thomas.brian@shopai.org

Couer d’Alene Tribe

Chief James Allan, Chairman
850 A Street

PO Box 408

Plummer, ID 83851
ifletcher@cdatribe-nsn.gov

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Jennifer Porter, Chairperson
100 Circle Drive

Bonners Ferry, ID 83805
(208) 267-2960
jenniffer(@kootenai.org

Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho
Samuel Penney, Chairman
100 Agency Road
Lapwai, ID 83540

(208) 843-2253
nptec@nezperce.org

Burns-Paiute Tribe

Diane Teeman, Chairperson

100 Pasigo Street

Burns, OR 97720

(541) 573-8096
Dteeman.burns.paiute@gmail.com

Fort McDermitt Paiute-Shoshone Tribe
Maxine Redstar, Chairman

111 North Reservation Road
McDermitt, NV 89421

(775) 532-8259

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River
Reservation

John St. Clair, Chairman

PO Box 538

Fort Washakie, WY 82514

(307) 332-4932
jstclair@easternshoshone.org

Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation
Dennis Alex, Chairman

2575 Commerce Way

Ogden, UT 84401

(435) 734-2286
ggover@nwbshoshone.com

Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
Reservation

Jonathan Smith, Chairman

PO Box C

Warm Springs, OR 97761-3001

(541) 553-1161
info@warmsprings.com
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Fort Belknap Indian Community of the
Fort Belknap Reservation

Jeffery Stiffarm, Chairman

RR1, Box 66

Harlem MT 59526

(406) 353-2205
jeffery.stiffarm@ftbelknap.org

7. Whether the Application is for a Power or a Non-Power License
The Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project license application is for a power license.

8. Designation as Non-Federal Representative and Authorization to Initiate
Consultation

Pursuant to 18 CFR § 5.5(¢e), Idaho Falls Power requests that FERC designate it as the non-
federal representative for purposes of consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act and the joint agency regulations thereunder at 50 CFR Part 402, section 305(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery and Conservation and Management Act and the implementing
regulations at 50 CFR 600.920. In addition, Idaho Falls Power requests authorization to initiate
consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and to implement
regulations at 36 CFR Section 800.2(c)(4).



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Idaho Falls Power FERC Project No. 2952

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE APPLICATION FOR
NEW LICENSE

Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 5.5, Idaho Falls Power notifies the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission of its intention to file an Application for a New License for the Gem State

Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 2952.

The following information is provided consistent with the requirements of 18 CFR § 5.5 and
16.6(b):

1. The exact name and business address of the applicant(s) is:

Applicant’s Name: Idaho Falls Power

Address: 140 S. Capital Avenue
Idaho Falls, ID 83402

Contacts: Richard Malloy, Regulatory Compliance Manager
Idaho Falls Power

140 S. Capitol Avenue
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
208-612-8248

Project Number: Gem State Hydroelectric Project FERC No. 2952
Expiration Date: January 31, 2029

2. Unequivocal Statement of Intent:
Idaho Falls Power (licensee) intends to file an application for a new license for the Gem State
Hydroelectric Project (Project) located on the Snake River near the city of Idaho Falls in
Bonneville and Bingham counties in Idaho utilizing Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s

(FERC) Integrated Licensing Process (ILP).

3. Description of Principal Project Works to be Licensed:

"'On August 12, 2020 Idaho Falls Power filed an application with FERC to accelerate the license term for the Gem
State Hydroelectric, FERC Project No. 2952. Specifically, Idaho Falls Power requested that FERC accelerate the
license term from November 30, 2033 to January 31, 2029. On October 12, 2021, FERC approved the new
expiration for the Gem State Project to be January 31, 2029 to align with the Idaho Falls Project, FERC Project. No.
2842.



Existing Project features to be relicensed include an earth and rock fill dam, spillway, power
canal, tailrace, two earth fill dikes, irrigation control structures, powerhouse, and transmission
lines. The Gem State impoundment is 305 acres at a normal pool elevation of 4,655 feet NGVD
and extends approximately 3.7 miles upstream. The impoundment has a storage capacity of
5,000 acre-feet at elevation 4,655 feet NGVD.

A complete outline of all project facility dimensions is available in Section 4.0 of the Pre-
Application Document.

4. Location of the Project (Dam): 43.555341, -112.045468
State or Territory: Idaho
County: Bonneville; Bingham
Township or nearby town: Idaho Falls

5. The installed capacity of the project is: 22.6 megawatts

6. Names and Mailing Addresses of Entities Listed in 18 C.F.R. § 5.5(b)(8):

(a) The County in which the Project is located, and in which any Federal Facility
that is used or to be used by the Project is located:

Bonneville County Bingham County
605 N Capital Avenue 501 N Maple

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402 Blackfoot, ID 83221
(208) 529-1350 (208) 785-8040

There are no federal facilities used by the Gem State Hydroelectric Project.

(b) Each city or town in which any part of the Project is located, and in which any
Federal facility that is used or to be used by the Project is located.

City of Idaho Falls
308 Constitution Way
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
(208) 612-8100

(c) Each city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more people and is located within
15 miles of the existing Project dams:

Other than Idaho Falls (listed above) there are no cities or towns with populations of 5,000 or
more people and which are located within 15 miles of the existing Project dams. There are,
however, a number of unincorporated communities and cities with small populations of
residents. These include the City of Shelley, and the unincorporated communities of Mitchell,
Woddville, and Cotton.



(d) Each irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political
subdivision in which any part of the Project is located, and in which any Federal
facility that is used or to be used by the Project is located.

Idaho Irrigation District Progressive Irrigation District
Richard Lockyer, Manager Ray Suitter, Manager

496 E 14 Street 2585 N Ammon Road

Idaho Falls, ID 83404 Idaho Falls, ID 83401

(208) 522-2356 (208) 522-5898
idahowatermap@gmail.com office(@progressiveirrigationdistrict.com
New Sweden Irrigation District Burgess Canal & Irrigating Co.
Kail Sheppard, District Manager PO Box 536

2350 W 17" Street S Rigby, ID 83442

Idaho Falls, ID 83402 Mark Boam, President

(208) 523-0175 burgesscanal@yahoo.com

newswedenirr@gmail.com

East and West Side Conservation Districts
1120 E Lincoln Road, Suite A

Idaho Falls, ID 83401

(208) 522-6250

(e) Each irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political
subdivision that owns, operates, maintains, or uses any Project facility or any Federal
facility that is or is proposed to be used by the Project.

No irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political subdivision owns,
operates, maintains, or uses any Project facility or any federal facility that is or is proposed to
be used by the Project.

§)) Every other political subdivision in the general area of the Project that there is reason
to believe would likely be interested in, or affected by, this notification.

Bonneville County Commission Bingham County Commission
Roger Christensen, Chairman Whitney Manwaring, Chairman
605 N Capital Avenue 501 N Maple #204

Idaho Falls, ID 83402 Blackfoot, ID 83221

(208) 529-1350 (208) 782-3013
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(2) Affected Indian Tribes

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall
Reservation

Nathan Small, Chairman

PO Box 306

Fort Hall, ID 83203

208-478-3700

publicaffairs@sbtribes.com

Shoshone-Paiute Tribe of the Duck Valley
Reservation

Brian Thomas, Tribal Chairman

1036 Idaho State Highway 51

Owyhee County, ID 83604

(208) 759-3100 ext. 1231
Thomas.brian@shopai.org

Couer d’Alene Tribe

Chief James Allan, Chairman
850 A Street

PO Box 408

Plummer, ID 83851
ifletcher(@cdatribe-nsn.gov

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
Jennifer Porter, Chairperson
100 Circle Drive

Bonners Ferry, ID 83805
(208) 267-2960
jenniffer@kootenai.org

Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho
Samuel Penney, Chairman
100 Agency Road
Lapwai, ID 83540

(208) 843-2253
nptec@nezperce.org

Burns-Paiute Tribe

Diane Teeman, Chairperson

100 Pasigo Street

Burns, OR 97720

(541) 573-8096
Dteeman.burns.paiute@gmail.com

Fort McDermitt Paiute-Shoshone Tribe
Maxine Redstar, Chairman

111 North Reservation Road
McDermitt, NV 89421

(775) 532-8259

Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River
Reservation

John St. Clair, Chairman

PO Box 538

Fort Washakie, WY 82514

(307) 332-4932
jstclair@easternshoshone.org

Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation
Dennis Alex, Chairman

2575 Commerce Way

Ogden, UT 84401

(435) 734-2286
ggover@nwbshoshone.com

Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
Reservation

Jonathan Smith, Chairman

PO Box C

Warm Springs, OR 97761-3001

(541) 553-1161
info@warmsprings.com

Fort Belknap Indian Community of the
Fort Belknap Reservation

Jeffery Stiffarm, Chairman

RR1, Box 66

Harlem MT 59526

(406) 353-2205
jeffery.stiffarm@ftbelknap.org

7. Whether the Application is for a Power or a Non-Power License

The Gem State Hydroelectric Project license application is for a power license.



mailto:publicaffairs@sbtribes.com
mailto:Thomas.brian@shopai.org
mailto:jfletcher@cdatribe-nsn.gov
mailto:jenniffer@kootenai.org
mailto:nptec@nezperce.org
mailto:Dteeman.burns.paiute@gmail.com

8. Designation as Non-Federal Representative and Authorization to Initiate
Consultation

Pursuant to 18 CFR § 5.5(e), Idaho Falls Power requests that FERC designate it as the non-
federal representative for purposes of consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species
Act and the joint agency regulations thereunder at 50 CFR Part 402, section 305(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery and Conservation and Management Act and the implementing
regulations at 50 CFR 600.920. In addition, Idaho Falls Power requests authorization to initiate
consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and to implement
regulations at 36 CFR Section 800.2(c)(4).
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Geographic Scope

The following terms related to the geographic scope should be used when discussing the
relationship between an area and the Project.

Project The boundary defined in the Projects’ licenses issued by FERC outlining

Boundary the geographic area needed for project operations and maintenance. Project
Boundary includes all structures (e.g., dams, powerhouses, or other
structure used for generation of electricity), and all lands and waters
necessary for the operation and maintenance of the project and for other
project purposes, such as recreation, shoreline control, or protection of
environmental resources, as designated in the project license. Project
boundaries are used to designate the geographic extent of the hydropower
project that FERC determines a licensee must own or control on behalf of
its licensed hydropower project. For the purposes of this document, the
Project Boundary is defined as all lands and waters within the existing
FERC Project Boundary for the Idaho Falls and Gem State Hydroelectric
Projects No. 2842 & 2952, as denoted on the Projects’ Exhibit G.

Project area The geographic area comprised of the lands and waters within the Project
Boundary and those lands immediately adjacent to the Project Boundary.
For the purposes of this document, the Project area is the area which
contains all Project features (encompassing the Project Boundary as
defined above), and which extends out for the purposes of characterization
and analysis from the edge of the Project Boundary plus a 0.5-mile buffer.

Project vicinity =~ Refers to a larger geographic area near a project. For the purposes of this
document, the Project vicinity is the area which contains all Project
features (encompassing the Project Boundary as defined above), and which
extends out for the purposes of characterization and analysis from the edge
of the Project Boundary plus a S-mile buffer. A 5-mile buffer may not be
applicable to all resource sections; for some, an alternative geographic
scope, such as a county, will be used for characterization and analysis.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 APPLICANT AND PROJECT BACKGROUND

Idaho Falls Power (IFP) is a municipal electric utility that serves the city of Idaho Falls, Idaho.
IFP, the current licensee, owner, and operator, plans to file a new application for relicensing of
two major projects, the Idaho Falls Hydroelectric Project (Idaho Falls Project), Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) Project No. 2842 and the Gem State Hydroelectric Project (Gem
State Project), FERC Project No. 2952, herein collectively referred to as the “Projects”.

The 24.6-megawatt (MW) Idaho Falls Project consists of three developments on the Snake River
in Bonneville County, Idaho, including: Upper Plant, located at approximately river mile (RM)
815.2; City Plant (RM 810.4); and Lower Plant (RM 808.7). The 22.6 MW Gem State Project
consists of one development located at approximately RM 804.2 on the Snake River in Bonneville
and Bingham Counties, Idaho. The Idaho Falls Project is located 1.9 miles upstream of the Gem
State Project on the Snake River and extends approximately 11.9 miles north through the city of
Idaho Falls. The Idaho Falls Project and Gem State Project Boundaries are separated by
approximately 1.9 miles of free-flowing river between the tailrace of Idaho Falls Lower Plant
Project and the headwaters of the Gem State Project. Land ownership in the Projects is a mix of
federal, non-federal, and municipally owned lands. The United States Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) administers 27.24 acres of lands within the Idaho Falls Project Boundary and
5.78-acres of lands within the Gem State Project Boundary.

FERC issued a 50-year license for both Projects. The existing Idaho Falls Project license was
issued on February 8, 1979 and expires January 31, 2029, and the existing Gem State Project
license was issued on December 12, 1983 and was originally set to expire on November 30, 2033.
Because the two Projects are located in succession along the Snake River, and share similar
resource issues and stakeholders, IFP intends to license the Projects concurrently to efficiently
combine the relicensing process and studies for both Projects, as appropriate. In support of this

approach, IFP requested FERC to shorten the Gem State Project license term to align with the

IDAHO FALLS POWER 1-1 AUGUST 2023



SECTION 1.0 IDAHO FALLS & GEM STATE HYDRO PROJECTS (FERC NoO. 2842 & 2952)
INTRODUCTION PRE-APPLICATION DOCUMENT

Idaho Falls Project license expiration date of January 31, 2029'. Prior to filing this request, IFP
consulted with various stakeholders including, Greater Yellowstone Coalition, BLM, Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation, Idaho Rivers United, United States Army Corps of
Engineers, and Burns Paiute Tribe, regarding the license acceleration. None of the stakeholders

objected to the request, and FERC granted this extension per Order dated October 12, 2021.2

IFP intends to file applications for new licenses for both Projects two years before the license
expiration date, as required by Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section (§) 5.17(a).
Prior to filing the Draft License Applications, IFP will make a determination if a combined, single
license for all developments is in the best interest of the utility. Reasons for a single license include

administrative efficiencies, and a streamlined compliance environment.

IFP has elected to use the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP), as defined in 18 CFR Part 5. IFP
has drafted this combined Pre-Application Document (PAD) pursuant to the content requirements
of 18 CFR Part 5 and which will accompany IFP’s Notice of Intents (NOIs) to seek new licenses
for the Projects.

1.2 DOCUMENT PURPOSE

This PAD